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scalps of his enemies. There were no roads, and carts with wheels could not be used, but when the camp was moved, a horse was harnessed to the poles of the wigwam ; the skins were placed on the poles and the women and children sat on top of the bundles.
The weapons of the Indian were wooden clubs, round shields made of bison hide, bows, arrows with stone points, and tomahawks or stone axes. To-day they have guns and steel knives.
The chief food was the flesh of animals, birds, and fishes. Deer, bears, caribou, bison, antelope, fish, oysters, turkeys, grouse, and pigeons gave a fairly good choice of animal food. Then there were berries at certain seasons-raspberries, blackberries, and strawberries and such fruits as the wild cherry, small plums and walnuts, while the maple provided sweet juice and sometimes sugar.
The flesh of the bison was the commonest food and Jt was eaten in tender juicy steaks, in long dry strips, and as a fatty mess called pemmican. Pernmican is made by drying strips of bison meat and then pounding it up into a solid mass with equal quantities of melted fat. The tongue of the bison was the special dainty and the animals were slaughtered in hundreds simply for the sake of this tit-bit; the rest of the body was left as food for birds of prey.
Until the Europeans brought tjae horse to